
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Changing the Conversation: 

Claiming Our Voice 

 

A Service of Worship Supporting  

the Ministries of the  

Office of Public Witness  

and the Presbyterian Ministry  
at the United Nations 



Changing the Conversation:  Claiming Our Voice 
Presbytery of Hudson River 

September 28, 2014 

10am Worship 
 

Prelude 

 

Welcome          Reverend Dr. Debra J. K. Bronkema 

 

Introit 

 

Call to Worship                            written by the Rev. Rachel Pedersen 

One:  We are free! 

All: Free to do justice, seek peace, and love mercy! 

One: We are God’s people. 

All: Called and chosen to proclaim freedom to the oppressed. 

One: We are a living covenant! 

All: Signs to the world of God’s redeeming love, everlasting 

peace, and coming reign. 

One: Let us proclaim God’s new reign; let us worship our living 

God! 

 

Hymn                    Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee          Blue Hymnal 464 

                                                                                       Purple Hymnal 611 

 

Prayer of Confession                           written by the Rebecca Barnes 

and the Rev. Mark Koenig 

God of grace and goodness, what we claim as our own,  

you create and give to us. 

What we would use for ourselves alone,  

you entrust to us for the blessing of all. 

Where we perceive scarcity, you provide enough for all. 

Where we grasp and hoard, you invite us to share. 

Where we privilege some at the expense of others,  

you endow all with value, worth and dignity. 

Where we divide and exclude,  

you invite and welcome all to the table. 

When we turn from your way, you love us still. 

When we fall short, you make possible new beginnings. 

God of grace and goodness, forgive us, renew us. 

 

Open us afresh to the leading of your Holy Spirit  

for the living of our days.  

We pray in Jesus' name.  Amen. 

 

Declaration of Forgiveness 

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has gone; 

a new life has begun.   I declare to you:  in the name of Jesus 

Christ, you are forgiven!  

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!   

Alleluia! Amen. 

 

Response                          Amazing Grace, v.1 

Amazing Grace how sweet the sound, 

that saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost but now am found, 

was blind but now I see. 

 

Passing the Peace 

 

Anthem                   How Lovely Are the Messengers 

by Felix Mendelssohn 

How lovely are the messengers 

that preach us the gospel of peace! 

To all the nations is gone forth the sound of their words, 

Throughout all the lands their glad tidings. 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Gracious God, pour your Holy Spirit upon us as we read and 

proclaim your Word, that we might do and live your Word as we 

follow Jesus in whose name we pray. Amen.  

 

Scripture                                                                                 Luke 4:14-21 

 

Scripture                                                                  2 Corinthians 5:17-20 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn                   God, Whose Love is Always Stronger                insert 

                                                           words by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

 

 



Affirmation of Faith           A Brief Statement of Faith,  

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Lines 65-76 

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage 

to pray without ceasing, 

to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 

to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 

and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 

we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 

and to live holy and joyful lives, 

even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 

praying, Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

Offering 
To Benefit the Office of Public Witness and the 

Presbyterian Ministry at the U.N. 

(Checks payable to Hudson River  Presbytery, 

memo:  Changing the Conversation) 

 

Doxology 

 

Prayer of Dedication  

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  

 

Hymn                  God of Grace and God of Glory     Blue hymnal 420 

                                                                                           Purple Hymnal 307 

 

Charge and Benediction  

 

Benediction Response                “AMEN”                                   Spiritual 

Pleasantville Choir 

 

Postlude 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

God, Whose Love Is Always Stronger 
 

BEACH SPRING 8.7.8.7 D (“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”) 

Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

 
God, whose love is always stronger Than our weakness, pride and fear,  

In your world, we pray and wonder How to be more faithful here.  

Hate too often grows inside us; Fear rules what the nations do.  

So we pray, when wars divide us: Give us love, Lord! Make us new!  

 

Love is patient, kind and caring, Never arrogant or rude,  

Never boastful, all things bearing; Love rejoices in the truth.  

When we’re caught up in believing War will make the terror cease,  

Show us Jesus’ way of living; May our strength be in your peace.  

 

May our faith in you be nourished; May your churches hear your call.  

May our lives be filled with courage As we speak your love for all.  

Now emboldened by your Spirit Who has given us new birth,  

Give us love, that we may share it Till your love renews the earth!  
 

Biblical References: Romans 8:28-39, 2 Corinthians 12:9, John 3:7, Revelation 21:5, 1 

Corinthians 13:4-5, John 14:27, Matthew 5-7, 1 Thessalonians 2:2, John 3:16, 17:18, Psalm 

46:9, and Romans 8:22.  
 

Suggested Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844. Harm. James H. Wood, 1958.  

Alternate Tunes: ABBOT’S LEIGH 8.7.8.7 D ("God Is Here!") by Cyril Vincent Taylor, 1941; 

HYFRYDOL 8.7.8.7 D ("Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!") by Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1831.  
 

Text:  Copyright © 2003 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  All rights reserved.  
 

Permission for free one-time use is given for a congregational or ecumenical community 

service.   The above copyright and contact information shall be included when 

reproducing this hymn in worship bulletins.  Thank you.  People who want to make a 

donation for using the hymn may do so online to the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program 

to support their important work for peace.  Please share this hymn (with the above 

copyright and contact information) with other pastors, church musicians and friends in 

your community and online.  
 

Carolyn is the author of Gifts of Love:  New Hymns for Today's Worship (Louisville: Geneva 

Press, 2000).  Carolyn and her husband Bruce are co-pastors of the Limestone Presbyterian 

Church in Wilmington, Delaware.  They wrote the World Communion Sunday worship 

resources for the Presbyterian Peacemaking Offering in 2002 and the 2003 revision of 

Freda Gardner's church guide to the popular Active Parenting Now resource that includes 

peacemaking activities for families, Active Parenting Now for the Faith Community:  A 

Biblical and Theological Guide.  

 

Presbyterian Peacemaking Program 

A Ministry of the General Assembly Council - Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

100 Witherspoon Street - Louisville, KY 40202 

www.pcusa.org/peacemaking 

http://www.pcusa.org/peacemaking


Rev. J. Herbert 
Nelson II, Office of 
Public Witness 

Rev. Mark Koenig, 
Ministry at the UN 

Rev. J. Herbert 
Nelson II, Office of 
Public Witness 

Rev. Mark Koenig, 
Ministry at the UN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Changing the Conversation:  Claiming our Voice is a weekend of events designed 
to help members of the Hudson River Presbytery (HRP) to think, speak and act 
theologically when and where it matters, instead of getting bogged down in 
unhelpful, sometimes polarizing rhetoric. 
 

Often, when Christians are faced with current events and difficult issues in the 
world around us, we find ourselves in a dilemma:  is it appropriate to engage in 
“politics” or should we simply say nothing at all?  Of course we should have a 
voice in public discourse.  We just need to learn how to use it! 
 

What do the Office of Public Witness and the United Nations Office do? 

The Presbyterian Office of Public Witness (OPW) is the public 
policy information and advocacy ministry of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  Located in 
Washington, DC, just steps from the nation’s capital, this 
ministry bears witness with elected leaders to the church’s deep 
convictions about justice, peace, and freedom. 
 

 
 
 
 

Amid the restless spirits and often tough diplomacy of the 
United Nations, the Presbyterian Ministry at the United 
Nations (PMUN) inspires, equips and connects Presbyterians 
for ministry as disciples of Jesus in the global community.  
We are faithfully responding to God’s call in Christ to live 
with compassion, seek peace, and pursue justice. 
 

Why do they need our support? 

While the Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA)’s 2015 & 2016 budgets list the 
Office of Public Witness and the Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations 
office as “high budget priorities,” the reality is that mission giving from 
congregations across the denomination has dropped dramatically, resulting in 
funding reductions to programs and offices across the PMA.  It is important to 
provide sustained support to these two public witness offices, planning ahead 
for additional reductions in giving and potential cost cutting measures.   
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Changing the Conversation:  Claiming our Voice is one piece of a larger 
denomination-wide financial development program, engaging Presbyterians 
who want to make an impact in the world through the peace and justice 
initiatives carried out through these offices. 

 

Why should we contribute to Changing the Conversation:  Claiming 
our Voice? 

 The OPW &PMUN ministries have much to share with us from their vast  
 experience as our denomination’s public voice in national and  
 international affairs. 
 It is important to learn how to use theological language, not “political”  

 language when, as Christians, we participate in public discourse. 
 Together, we will find creative new ways to engage people in changing  

 the conversation with us. 
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